Dear Ambassador Smith,


As a US Army veteran who swore to support and defend the Constitution of the United States – an oath I believe you took as well – I condemn blind, unconditional US support of Israeli violations of human rights and international law represented by the blockade of Gaza , Operation Cast Lead, and the attack last year on the first Gaza Freedom Flotilla.

The human rights violations committed by Israel during their May 31, 2010 acts of piracy on the high seas against the Gaza Freedom Flotilla, involving assault, murder, abduction, grand theft and subsequent illegal imprisonment in Israel are conclusively established by the United Nations Human Rights Commission in their comprehensive investigation and report.

There are fundamental legal bases for demanding that the U.S. government (1) condemn this attack, (2) protect U.S. citizens in their legal and non-violent efforts on behalf of victims of Israeli injustice, (3) prevail upon Greece to permit the flotilla vessels unimpeded debarkation, and (4) guarantee the safety of U.S. citizens and property on the flotilla from Israeli aggression.

A first legal basis is the complicity of all American citizens in the Israeli crimes committed last year. U.S. weapons provided with U.S. taxpayer money were used in the Israeli commando attack, which violates our Arms Export Control Act prohibiting use of American weapons against civilians. These include the boats, helicopters and probable murder weapons used, made by ten U.S. companies:

• The Sa’ar 5-class corvette warship built by Northrup Grumman, armed with Honeywell torpedoes and surface-to-surface missiles made by McDonnell Douglas

• Sikorsky UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters that dropped the commandos

• Morena Rigid-Hull Inflatable Boats made by U.S.M.I. Louisiana with Caterpillar 3126 turbocharged diesel engines

• US M4 Carbine Rifles, a magazine-fed, selective fire, shoulder-fired weapon made by Colt

• Hellfire SSM laser-guided missiles made by Boeing

• Raytheon radar systems

• MK13 Stun Grenades made by American Rheinmetall

A second legal basis is rooted in Article VI, the “Supremacy Clause” of the U.S. Constitution that declares our treaty obligations the “supreme law of the land.”

These treaty obligations include the 4th Geneva Convention prohibiting violence to life and person (Article 3a), physical coercion (Article 31), collective punishment (Article 33), extensive property destruction (Article 147), and inhumane treatment of non-combatants (Articles 3 and 27), all of which are routinely violated by Israel in its blockade of Gaza, an externally occupied territory under international law. I believe that U.S. complicity through providing arms and diplomatic protection of Israel violates this treaty obligation and must be discontinued.

Our treaty obligations also include the UN Convention on the Laws of the Seas. Article 88 of this convention states, “The high seas shall be reserved for peaceful purposes.” Article 89 states, “No state may validly purport to subject any part of the high seas to its sovereignty.” The U.S. must enforce this law in protection of American citizens and property.

Please employ your diplomatic offices to secure free debarkation and passage of the U.S. vessel The Audacity of Hope and its passengers including release of Captain Klusmire.
